Christ Episcopal Church of Guilford
Pentecost Wednesday, June 3, 2020

An Order of Worship for the Evening
7:00 in the evening
The church is dark, or partially so, when the service is to begin.

Prelude: All praise to thee, Jesus Christ BWV 604

J. S. Bach

The Oﬃciant greets the people with these words

Oﬃciant

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

People

The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Opening Sentences:
O children of Zion, be glad
and rejoice in the Lord your God;
You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel,
and that I, the Lord, am your God and there is no other.
And my people shall never again
be put to shame.
Then aSerwards
I will pour out my spirit on all ﬂesh;
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
your old men shall dream dreams,
and your young men shall see visions.
Even on the male and female slaves,
in those days, I will pour out my spirit.
Joel 2:23a, 27-29
Let us pray:
Grant us, Lord, the lamp of charity which never fails, that it may burn in us, and shed its light on those
around us, and that by its brightness we may have a vision of that holy City, where dwells the true and
never-failing Light, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Opening Hymn #513 Like the murmur of the dove’s song
Like the murmur of the dove’ song,
like the challenge of her ﬂight,
like the vigor of the wind’s rush,
like the new ﬂame’s eager might:
come, Holy Spirit, come.
To the members of Christ’s Body,
to the branches of the Vine,
to the Church in faith assembled,
to her midst as gift and sign:
come, Holy Spirit, come.

Bridegroom

With the healing of division,
with the ceaseless voice of prayer,
with the power to love and witness,
with the peace beyond compare:
come, Holy Spirit, come.

A reading from John
4:23-26
Jesus said to the woman at Jacob’s well, ‘the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshippers will
worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him. God is spirit, and those
who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.’ The woman said to him, ‘I know that Messiah is coming’
(who is called Christ). ‘When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.’ Jesus said to her, ‘I am he, the one who
is speaking to you.’

Oﬃcient: The word of the Lord.
People:
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 145
Prayed responsively
1
I will exalt you, O God my King, *
and bless your Name for ever and ever.
2

Every day will I bless you *
and praise your Name for ever and ever.

3

Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; *
there is no end to his greatness.

4

One generation shall praise your works to another *
and shall declare your power.

5

I will ponder the glorious splendor of your majesty *
and all your marvelous works.

6

They shall speak of the might of your wondrous acts, *
and I will tell of your greatness.

7

They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; *
they shall sing of your righteous deeds.

8

The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, *
slow to anger and of great kindness.

9

The LORD is loving to everyone *
and his compassion is over all his works.

10

All your works praise you, O LORD, *
and your faithful servants bless you.
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11

They make known the glory of your kingdom *
and speak of your power;

12

That the peoples may know of your power *
and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.

13

Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; *
your dominion endures throughout all ages.

14

The LORD is faithful in all his words *
and merciful in all his deeds.

15

The LORD upholds all those who fall; *
he liSs up those who are bowed down.

16

The eyes of all wait upon you, O LORD, *
and you give them their food in due season.

17

You open wide your hand *
and satisfy the needs of every living creature.

18

The LORD is righteous in all his ways *
and loving in all his works.

19

The LORD is near to those who call upon him, *
to all who call upon him faithfully.

20

He fulﬁlls the desire of those who fear him; *
he hears their cry and helps them.

22

My mouth shall speak the praise of the LORD; *
let all ﬂesh bless his holy Name for ever and ever.

A Litany for Pentecost*
Christ has gathered the church in unity through the Spirit. With sure hope, let us pray,
Lord, hear our prayer:
Maker of all things, in the beginning, you created heaven and earth. In the fullness of time, you restored all
things in Christ. Renew our world, in this day, with your grace and mercy.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Life of the world, you breathed life into the ﬂesh you created. Now, by your Spirit, breathe new life into the
children of earth. Turn hatred into love, sorrow into joy, and war into peace.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Lover of concord, you desire the unity of all Christians. Set aﬂame the whole church with the ﬁre of your
Spirit. Unite us to stand in the world as a sign of your love.
Lord, hear our prayer.
God of compassion, through your Spirit you supply every human need. Heal the sick, and comfort the
distressed. Befriend the friendless, and help the helpless.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Source of peace, your Spirit restores our anxious spirits. In our labor, give us rest; in our temptation,
strength; in our sadness, consolation.
Lord, hear our prayer.
A@er a brief silence, the Oﬃciant concludes the litany:
God eternal, as you sent upon the disciples the promised giS of the Holy Spirit, look upon your church and
open our hearts to the power of the Holy Spirit. Kindle in us the ﬁre of your love, and strengthen our lives
for service in your kingdom; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
A Prayer for the Power of the Spirit among the People of God*
God of all power and love,
we give thanks for your unfailing presence
and the hope you provide in times of uncertainty and loss.
Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us your holy ﬁre.
Revive us to live as Christ’s body in the world:
a people who pray, worship, learn,
break bread, share life, heal neighbors,
bear good news, seek justice, rest and grow in the Spirit.
Wherever and however we gather,
unite us in common prayer and send us in common mission,
that we and the whole creation might be restored and renewed,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Intercessions, petitions and thanksgivings may be oﬀered at this time.
The Oﬃciant and People say together
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us in the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
Collect of the Day Prayer together:
O God, who on this day taught the hearts of your faithful people
by sending to them the light of your Holy Spirit:
Grant us by the same Spirit to have a right judgment in all things,
and evermore to rejoice in his holy comfort;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

A Prayer For our Country
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Almighty God, who hast given us this good land for our
heritage: We humbly beseech thee that we may always prove
ourselves a people mindful of thy favor and glad to do thy will.
Bless our land with honorable industry, sound learning, and
pure manners. Save us from violence, discord, and confusion;
from pride and arrogance, and from every evil way. Defend
our liberties, and fashion into one united people the multitudes
brought hither out of many kindreds and tongues. Endue
with the spirit of wisdom those to whom in thy Name we entrust
the authority of government, that there may be justice and
peace at home, and that, through obedience to thy law, we
may show forth thy praise among the nations of the earth.
In the time of prosperity, ﬁll our hearts with thankfulness,
and in the day of trouble, suﬀer not our trust in thee to fail;
all which we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Oﬃciant concludes with the following
Let us pray.
Blessed are you, O Lord, the God of our fathers, creator of the changes of day and night, giving rest to the
weary, renewing the strength of those who are spent, bestowing upon us occasions of song in the evening.
As you have protected us in the day that is past, so be with us in the coming night; keep us from every sin,
every evil, and every fear; for you are our light and salvation, and the strength of our life. To you be glory
for endless ages. Amen.
Closing Hymn: #516 Come down, O Love divine
Down Ampney
Come down, O Love divine, seek thou this soul of mine,
and visit it with thine own ardor glowing;
O Comforter, draw near, within my heart appear,
and kindle it, thy holy ﬂame bestowing.
O let it freely burn, till earthly passions turn
to dust and ashes in its heat consuming;
and let thy glorious light shine ever on my sight,
and clothe me round, the while my path illuming.
And so the yearning strong, with which the soul will long,
Shall far outpass the power of human telling;
For none can guess its grace, till Love create a place
where-in the Holy Spirit makes a dwelling.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us
all evermore. Amen.
Oﬃciant:
People:

Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!

Postlude:

Voluntary X

W. Boyce

* from Book Of Common Worship (1993), as quoted in The Wideness of God's Mercy, Revised and Updated Edition. Collected and edited by Jeﬀrey Rowthorn and Alfred Tisdale, Church Publishing Inc.. Kindle Edition. 2007.

*From Pentecost Sunday through the ﬁrst Sunday in September, Presiding Bishop Michael Curry and his
Lutheran counterpart Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton welcome congregations and individuals to regularly
pray “A Prayer for the Power of the Spirit among the People of God.” This prayer – craSed by a team of Lutheran and Episcopal prayer leaders in light of the COVID pandemic – is meant to unite us in common prayer and
revive us for common mission, wherever and however we may be gathered.

