
 

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Holy Eucharist: Rite II 

September 13, 2026 at 10 a.m.  
 

Welcome to Christ Church! 
 

Your presence here is a blessing.  

May this gathering be a blessing to you. 
 

In this Season of Creation (Sept. 1 – Oct. 4), we join with 

Christians around the world in prayer and action for the 

renewing, repairing, and restoring of our relationship to 

God, one another, and all of creation. 

 
 

Prelude Lord Jesus Christ, be present now BWV 655   J. S. Bach 

 

Prayer Before Worship 
 

Presider:  Let us pray. 

All:       Almighty God, who pours out on all who desire it the spirit 

       of grace and of supplication: Deliver us, when we draw near 

             to you, from coldness of heart and wanderings of mind, that  

       with steadfast thoughts and kindled affections we may worship 

            you in spirit and in truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

This spoken prayer is followed by two minutes of silent prayer to prepare in heart and mind for 

worship. You might focus attention on your breath—noticing how the breath of life sustains you 

and connects you to God and to every living being in God’s creation. (Genesis 2:7, John 20:22) 

   

The Word of God 
 

Hymn #400 (vs. 1-4) All creatures of our God and King   Last uns erfruen 

Sung by all, standing as able. Hymns are found in the blue Hymnal 1982, unless noted. 

 

Opening Acclamation                       
 

Presider:  Blessed be the One who creates all things. 

People: The Holy One’s love is new every morning. 



2 

Collect for Purity  Prayer Book, p. 355 
 

All: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,  

 and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  

 by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you,  

 and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Hymn of Praise Morning has broken     Bunessan  

Sung by all, standing as able. 
 

Morning has broken like the first morning,  

blackbird has spoken like the first bird. 

Praise for the singing! Praise for the morning!  

Praise for them, springing fresh from the Word! 
 

Mine is the sunlight! Mine is the morning  

born of the one light Eden saw play! 

Praise with elation, praise every morning, 

God’s re-creation of the new day! 

 

The Collect of the Day 
 

Presider:    The Lord be with you.      

People:   And also with you. 

Presider:    Let us pray. 
 

O God, because in our ignorance and selfishness we so often fail to care rightly for your 

Creation, mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit may soften and unite our hearts with all 

living beings who suffer; through Jesus Christ the Wisdom of Creation, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

First Reading     Exodus 14:10-14,19-31 

The people sit. 
 

As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians 

advancing on them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to the Lord. They said to Moses, 

“Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the 

wilderness? What have you done to us, bringing us out of Egypt? Is this not the very 

thing we told you in Egypt, ‘Let us alone so that we can serve the Egyptians’? For it 

would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.” But 

Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the deliverance that 

the Lord will accomplish for you today, for the Egyptians whom you see today you shall 

never see again. The Lord will fight for you, and you have only to keep still.” 
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The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind 

them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind 

them. It came between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was 

there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near the other all night. 
 

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a strong 

east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. The 

Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their 

right and on their left. The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of 

Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. At the morning watch the Lord in the 

pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian 

army into panic. He clogged their chariot wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The 

Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the Israelites, for the Lord is fighting for them against 

Egypt.” 
 

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may 

come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.” So Moses 

stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As 

the Egyptians fled before it, the Lord tossed the Egyptians into the sea. The waters 

returned and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh 

that had followed them into the sea; not one of them remained. But the Israelites walked 

on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on 

their left. 
 

Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians 

dead on the seashore. Israel saw the great work that the Lord did against the Egyptians. 

So the people feared the Lord and believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses. 
 

Reader:   The Word of the Lord.     

People:   Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 114 In exitu Israel 
 

1 Hallelujah! When Israel came out of Egypt, * 

the house of Jacob from a people of strange speech, 

2 Judah became God's sanctuary * 

and Israel his dominion. 

3 The sea beheld it and fled; * 

Jordan turned and went back. 

4 The mountains skipped like rams, * 

and the little hills like young sheep. 
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5 What ailed you, O sea, that you fled? * 

O Jordan, that you turned back? 

6 You mountains, that you skipped like rams? * 

you little hills like young sheep? 

7 Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord, * 

at the presence of the God of Jacob, 

8 Who turned the hard rock into a pool of water * 

and flint-stone into a flowing spring. 
 

Second Reading        Romans 14:1-12 
 

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. 

Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. Those who eat must 

not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those 

who eat; for God has welcomed them. Who are you to pass judgment on servants of 

another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the 

Lord is able to make them stand. 
 

Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. 

Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. Those who observe the day, observe it in 

honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks 

to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God. 
 

We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the 

Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we 

are the Lord's. For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of 

both the dead and the living. 
 

Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your 

brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. For it is written, 
 

"As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 

and every tongue shall give praise to God." 
 

So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 
 

Reader:   The Word of the Lord.     

People:   Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn #435 (vs. 1-4) At the name of Jesus King’s Weston 
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The Gospel          Matthew 18:21-35 
 

Priest:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People:   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Peter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, 

how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven 

times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 
 

“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle 

accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand 

talents was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, 

together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. So 

the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you 

everything.’ And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him 

the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who 

owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 

Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I 

will pay you.’ But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would 

pay the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly 

distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his 

lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt 

because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I 

had mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would 

pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not 

forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 
 

Priest:  The Gospel of the Lord.  

People:   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Sermon    The Rev. Michael Sweeney 
 

The Nicene Creed 

The people stand as able. 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

    maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

The Nicene Creed is a confession 

of faith from the 4th century that 

affirms the two great mysteries 

of Christian faith: that ultimate 

reality (God) is a community of 

love (the Trinity) and that God 

joins us in our life and suffering 

(the Incarnation of Jesus).  

We say it in unity with 

followers of Jesus around the 

world and across the ages. 
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    For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 

    by the power of the Holy Spirit 

       he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

        he suffered death and was buried. 

       On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 

        he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

     He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

    He has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

     and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People                                                         

The people remain standing or kneel.  
 

Leader:    Creator of earth, sea, and sky, kindle the fire of your Spirit within us that we  

may be bold to heal and defend the earth, and pour your blessing upon all who 

work for the good of the planet. God, Giver of life,  
 

People: Hear our prayer. 
 

Leader:    Breath of life, receive our thanks for the beauty of our local habitat and all who 

dwell in it, and grant us the wisdom and will to conserve it. 

 God, Giver of life,  
 

People: Hear our prayer. 
 

Leader:    Source of life, heal and redeem the wounds of your creation, and visit the places  

  and people who suffer from our indifference, neglect, and greed. 

 God, Giver of life,  
 

People: Hear our prayer. 
 

Leader:    Giver of all good gifts, awaken us daily to our dependence upon your bounty,  

  and make us always thankful for the abundance of your blessings. 

 God, Giver of life,  
 

People: Hear our prayer. 
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Leader:    Divine Physician, heal our communities, especially those where neglect, greed,  

  or violence inflict suffering upon people and other creatures. 

 God, Giver of life,  
 

People: Hear our prayer. 
 

Leader:    Comforter of all the earth, sustain those who desire or need your presence and  

help, especially Noah, Judy, Diane, Terry, Felix, Maryann, Barbara, Bob, Jen, 

Matt, Sue, Oliver, and Joanna. And those we name now, silently or aloud. 
 

Leader:    Rock and refuge of all your creatures, receive into everlasting mercy all those  

 who have died, especially those we name now, silently or aloud. 
 

The Presider adds a concluding collect. 

 

Confession of Sin                                                          

The people may stand or kneel.  
 

Presider:  Let us confess our sins against God and God’s creation. 

All:  Holy and merciful God,  

  we confess that we have failed to honor you  

  by rightly claiming our kinship with all your creatures.  

  We have walked heavily on your earth,  

  overused and wasted its resources,  

  taken for granted its beauty and abundance,  

  and treated its inhabitants unjustly.  

  Have mercy on us and forgive us our sin.  

  Renew in us the resolve to care for your creation 

  as you desire and intend, with grateful and compassionate hearts,  

  through your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

The Presider declares the Absolution.   

 

The Peace 
 

Presider:   Peace with yourself. Peace with creation. Peace with one another.  

 The peace of Christ be always with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

 

Welcome and Announcements 
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The Holy Communion 
 

The Offertory  

Gifts can be made in the offering plate or using the QR code. Thank you for your generosity.  

 

Offertory anthem There’s a wideness in God’s mercy    C. Hampton     

 

The Doxology Hymn #400 (vs. 7) Lasst uns erfreuen 

Sung by all, standing as able. 
 

Let all things their Creator bless, and worship God in humbleness,  

O praise God, Alleluia! Praise God the Father, praise the Son,  

and praise the Spirit, Three in One:  

O praise God, O praise God, Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

Presider: All things come of thee, O Lord. 

People: And of thine own have we given thee.  

 

The Great Thanksgiving Prayer C (Expansive language)                        Prayer Book, p. 369 

The lines in boldface are spoken by the People. 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give God thanks and praise.   
 

God of all power, Source and Sustainer of the Universe,  

you are worthy of glory and praise. 

Glory to you for ever and ever. 
 

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, 

suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 

By your will they were created and have their being.  
 

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with the 

capacity for memory, reason, and skill. You made us the stewards of your creation. But 

we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another. 

Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 
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Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your 

righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your eternal Word, born of your 

servant Mary, to fulfill your Law, opening for us the way of freedom and peace.  

By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed.  
 

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, 

and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to 

proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 
 

Sanctus S–129 Holy, holy, holy       R. Powell 

Sung by all. 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  

heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.  
 

The people may stand or kneel. The Presider continues: 
 

On the night he was betrayed Jesus took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and 

gave it to his friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do 

this for the remembrance of me.”  
 

After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: 

This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for the 

forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Remembering now his work of redemption and offering to you this sacrifice of 

thanksgiving,  

We celebrate Christ’s death and resurrection as we await the day of his coming.  
 

Therefore, O God, we who have been redeemed by Jesus Christ, and made a new people 

by water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy 

Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Savior. Sanctify us also, and let the 

grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may 

worthily serve the world in his name.  

Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 
 

God of our ancestors; Redeemer and Mother of Israel; God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from 

the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only and not for strength; for pardon 

only and not for renewal.  
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Accept these prayers and praises, Almighty God, through Jesus Christ our great High 

Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and 

worship, from generation to generation. AMEN. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,    
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

     as we forgive those  

    who trespass against us. 

 And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

   for ever and ever. Amen.

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 

The presider breaks the consecrated bread. A period of silence is kept. 

 

Fraction Anthem S–155 Christ our Passover      G. Near 

Sung by all. 
 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  

therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Invitation to Communion  
 

Presider:  The Gifts of God for the People of God.  

 Behold what you are; become what you receive. 
 

The people are seated. All are welcome to receive Communion or a blessing. 
 

Communion Voluntary 
 

Communion Hymn O wheat, whose crushing was for bread                             New Life 

Sung by all, seated. 
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Sending Forth Eucharistic Visitors 
 

Priest:   N., we send you out to share Communion with N.  

 Carry the prayers of all of us as you take this sacrament of Christ’s presence. 
 

All:   We who are many are one body because we share one bread and one cup. 

Amen. 

 

Postcommunion Prayer     

The people stand or kneel as able. 
 

Presider:  Let us pray. 
 

All: Holy One,  

 you feed us with bread from heaven and the gifts of mother earth. 

 We thank you for feeding us with this bread.  

 May it strengthen us, that by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

 we may embody your desire and be renewed for your service  

 through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.  

 

The Blessing 

 

Hymn #690 Guide me, O thou great Jehovah  Cwm Rhondda 

Sung by all, standing as you are able. 

 

The Dismissal 
 

Priest:   Let us bless our God and all creation.  

People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude Fuge in C BWV 547.2    J. S. Bach 
 

Coffee hour follows the service in the Parish Hall. As you depart during the postlude, you are 

welcome to greet your neighbors, being mindful of those praying or listening to the music.  

 

SERVING TODAY 
 

Presider: The Rev. Dr. Drew Collins 

Deacon: The Rev. Cathi Bencken 

Preacher: The Rev. Michael Sweeney 

Music Director: Mark Sullivan 

Altar Guild: Diane Pierpont 

Ushers: Sandi Linton & Diana Stovall 

1st Reading: Julie Harris 

2nd Reading: Ed Seibert 

Prayers of the People: Leland Hubbard 

Chalice Bearers: William Pearson,  

 Annie Rae & Bill Saviers 
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Altar Flowers   

The flowers today are given by Tom Whittemore in loving memory of his mother, 

Audrey Doolittle Whittemore.   

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
 

Beach Worship & Pizza – Sept. 20, 5:00 p.m. 

Our final beach service of the season! We gather under one of the pavilions at Jacobs 

Beach for a 30-minute service of Holy Eucharist, followed by pizza and fellowship. 
 

Christ Church Tag Sale – Sept. 25-26 

Bring your donations to the Parish Hall from 9/14 – 9/24. The preview event is Friday 

9/25 from 5-7pm and the sale Saturday 9/26 from 8:30-2. To volunteer, contact the office.  
 

Wholehearted Faith Study Series – Tuesdays, Sept. 29 – Nov. 17, 4:00 p.m. on Zoom 

Anne Lamott famously wrote that “The opposite of faith is not doubt, but certainty.”  

In this 8-week series, we will read Rachel Held Evan’s Wholehearted Faith and explore her 

conviction that “faith teaches us to live without certainty and to hope without guarantee.” 

To register and receive the Zoom link, contact the office. 
 

Fall Hymn Sing – Oct. 4, 4:00 p.m. 

Come sing favorite hymns, accompanied by Mark Sullivan on the piano, while enjoying 

hot cider and other fall treats. Submit hymn requests in the box at the back of the church. 
 

Fall Retreat – Oct. 10, 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

Join us for a morning of Bible study, prayer, and conversation at Mercy by the Sea 

Retreat Center in Madison. To register, see the weekly e-mail or contact the office. 
 

3rd Sunday Evening Service – Oct. 18, 5:00 p.m. 

This candlelight Eucharist includes anointing for healing, a personal reflection in place of 

the sermon, and music accompanied by piano and other acoustic instruments. 

 

LEARN MORE 
To learn more about any of the events, groups, or ministries of Christ Church, contact 

Linda DePedro in the parish office and/or sign up for our weekly e-mail newsletter—by 

visiting our website, contacting the office, or filling out a welcome card in your pew.  

 

 

 

 

PARISH OFFICE 
 

HOURS: M-F, 9-12 admin@christchurchguilford.org 203-453-2279 
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LIFE AT CHRIST CHURCH 
 

Children & Youth—Sunday school for children (age 3 – grade 4) meets at 10 a.m. most 

Sunday mornings during the school year. Childcare is always available during the 10 

a.m. service for infants and toddlers. Middle school and high school groups meet on the 

2nd and 4th Sundays of the month from 5:00-6:30 p.m. beginning September 13. 
 

Ministries—There are lots of ways to get more involved at Christ Church. Contact the 

office to learn more about any of the following groups or ministries: altar guild, Bible 

study, buildings & grounds committee, choir, congregational care committee, eucharistic 

ministers & readers, finance committee, flower guild, outreach committee, ushers. 
 

Prayer Shawls & Home Communion—If you or someone you know would like to 

receive communion at home or would appreciate a prayer shawl knit with love by 

parishioners, please contact the office.  

 

 

Following the invitation, the people are seated. All are welcome to receive Communion or a 

blessing. To receive a blessing, simply cross your arms against your chest. To receive the bread, 

place your hands together, palms up. To receive the wine, you may dip the bread in the first 

chalice or sip from the second chalice. Individually wrapped gluten-free wafers are available on 

request. If having communion brought to your pew would be a help, please just let an usher know. 

 


