
 
 

An Evening Service of Holy Eucharist 
Third Sunday after Epiphany 
January 24, 2026 at 5 p.m. 
 

Welcome to Christ Episcopal Church. 
 

This faith community has worshiped on the Guilford 
Green since 1744; and it is continually made new by the 
Spirit and those who gather here. Whoever you are and 

wherever you are on your spiritual journey, it’s an honor 
to worship with you. Your presence is a blessing.  

May this gathering be a blessing to you. 
 

 
 

Music for Gathering  
 

Please stand at the sound of the bell. 
 
Opening “The Snow Storm” Marie Howe 
 

I walked down towards the river, and the deer had left tracks 
deep as half my arm, that ended in a perfect hoof 
and the shump shump sound my boots made walking made the silence loud. 
 

And when I turned back towards the great house 
I walked beside the deer tracks again.  
And when I came near the feeder: little tracks of the birds on the surface 
  of the snow I’d broken through. 
 

Put your finger here, and see my hands, then bring your hand and put it in my side. 
 

I put my hand down into the deer track 
  and touched the bottom of an invisible hoof. 
Then my finger in the little mark of the jay. 
 
Hymn #488 Be thou my vision  Slane 
Sung by all, standing as able. Hymns are found in the blue Hymnal 1982, unless noted. 
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Prayer for the Evening   
  

In the quiet of this place 
in the dark of the night 
we wait and watch. 
In the stillness of the soul 
and from its fathomless depths 
the senses of our hearts are awake to you. 
For fresh soundings of life 
for new showings of light 
we search in the silence of your Spirit, O God. 
Amen. 
 
The Reading   Matthew 4:12-23 
The people sit. 
 

When Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. He left 
Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun 
and Naphtali, so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be 
fulfilled: 
 

“Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on the road by the sea,  
across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— 
the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, 
and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death  
light has dawned.” 
 

From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has 
come near.” 
 

As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called 
Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 
And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.” 
Immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he went from there, he saw 
two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with 
their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. Immediately they left 
the boat and their father, and followed him. 
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Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the 
good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the 
people. 
 
Silence is observed after the reading. 
 

Reflection Page Pelphrey 
 
Music for Meditation 
  
Prayers for Ourselves and Others 
The people stand as able. 
 

Celebrant:  Let us pray for the Church and the world. 
 

Leader:  That we may live in unity, peace, and concord, 
People:  Lord, have mercy. 
 

Leader:  Upon all who suffer from dissensions and quarrels, 
People:  Christ, have mercy. 
 

Leader:  That all who lead the nations may seek peace, 
People:  Lord, have mercy. 
 

Leader:  Come, Lord, into our hearts, 
People:  and fill them with love. 
 

Leader:  Come, Lord, into our minds, 
People:  and fill them with peace. 
 

Leader:  Come, Lord, into our lives, 
People:  and fill them with light. 
 

Leader:     Keep watch, dear Lord, 
People:  with those who work, or watch, or weep this night,    
  and give your angels charge over those who sleep. 
  Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, 
  bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted 
  shield the joyous; and all for your love’s sake. Amen. 
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Additional Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving 
 

Please be seated. During the instrumental music and hymn, you are welcome to proceed 
to the votive candle stations to light a candle as a symbol of your prayer. 
 
Music for Meditation 
  
Hymn O Lord, hear my prayer                                                            J. Berthier 
 

 
 

Concluding Collect  
 

Celebrant:   O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people;  
 in the multitude of your mercies, look with compassion upon us 

and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious,  
 O lover of souls, and to you we give glory,  
 Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Confession of Sin 
 

Celebrant:  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

A period of silence is kept. 
 

Celebrant: I confess to God, and in the presence of all God’s people, that I have  
 sinned in thought, word, and deed, and I pray God to have mercy on me. 
 

People:    May God have mercy on you, pardon and deliver you from your sins, 
and give you time to amend your life. 

 

Celebrant:  Amen. 
 

People:     We confess to God, and in the presence of all God’s people,  
  that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed,  
  and we pray God to have mercy on us. 
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Celebrant:  May God have mercy on you, pardon and deliver you from your sins,  
  and give you time to amend your life. 
 

People:     Amen. 
 
The Peace 
 

Celebrant: Christ, the Good Shepherd, bind us with a bond of love that cannot be 
 broken. My friends, the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
 

People:      And also with you. 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Blessing of Oil for Anointing 
 

Celebrant:  To Jesus came the untouchable sick, sinners and outcasts,  
foreigners and foes alike; 
 

People:  He touched and healed, welcomed and forgave. Jesus loved them all. 
 

Celebrant:  Jesus receives all who seek God’s loving mercy. 
 

People:  We come to Jesus in our need, bringing with us the needs of the  
 world. 
 

Celebrant:  Spirit of God, pour out your blessing upon this oil and upon all who  
 seek the anointing of your healing, the gift of your wholeness, and the  
 mercy of Jesus’ love. Amen. 
 
 
 

The Holy Communion 
 

The Offertory  
Gifts can be made in the offering plate located at the entrance to the 
church or by using the QR code. Thank you for your generosity.  
 
Music at the Offertory  
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Eucharistic Prayer  
The people stand. 
 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
   
The Celebrant continues: 
 

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of abundant life.  
From before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep 
and brought all things into being. You made us in your image, and taught us to 
walk in your ways.  
 

But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for 
her children, you would not forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the 
fullness of your love. And so we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise 
that rings through eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing: 
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The people remain standing as the Celebrant continues: 
 

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the 
power of sin and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor 
upon Mary, your willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son. Living 
among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinner, healed the sick, 
and proclaimed good news to the poor. 
 

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took 
bread, gave thanks to you, broke, and gave it to them, saying: 
 

All: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, 
gave it to them, and said: 
 

All: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is  
poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 
drink it, do this  for the remembrance of me.” 

 

Now gathered at your table and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, we offer 
to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice. Pour out your 
Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ, and make us 
the Body of Christ given for the world you have made. In the fullness of time bring 
us from every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast at the banquet 
prepared from the foundation of the world.  
 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to 
you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN. 
 

As Jesus taught us, we now pray. 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your Name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
        on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

     as we forgive those  
          who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, 
   and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

    and the glory are yours, 
    now and for ever. Amen.
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The Breaking of the Bread 
 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread. A period of silence is kept. 
 
Fraction Anthem Lamb of God M. Sullivan 

 
 

Invitation to Communion  
 

This is the table, not of the Church, but of the Lord. It is made ready for those 
who love him and for those who want to love him more. 
 

So come, you who have much faith and you who have little, you have been here 
often and you who have not been here long, you who have tried to follow and 
you who have failed. Come, because it is the Lord who invites you. It is his will 
that those who want him should meet him here. 
 
All are welcome to receive Communion or a blessing. To receive a blessing, simply cross 
your arms against your chest. To receive the bread, place your hands together, palms up. To 
receive the wine, you may “intinct” (touch the bread to the wine) in the first chalice, or you 
may sip from the second chalice. Individually wrapped gluten-free wafers are available on 
request. To have Communion brought to you in your pew, please just ask an usher.  
 
Anointing for Healing 
 

During Communion, you are welcome to receive anointing for healing in the back of the 
nave. If you wish, simply approach the anointer with palms up. He or she will anoint your 
hands, making the sign of the cross while speaking a blessing. There are more than 400 
instances of such anointing with fragrant oil in the Bible, and this sacramental act is one 
way of opening ourselves more completely to the healing love of God. 
 
Music during Communion Slane  
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Postcommunion Prayer     
The people stand or kneel. 
 

Celebrant:  Let us pray. 
All: God our creator,  
 we give you thanks and praise  
 that when we were still far off  
 you met us in your Son and brought us home. 
 May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 
 we who drink his cup bring life to others; 
 we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. Amen. 
 
The Blessing   
 

Celebrant:  Deep peace of the running waves to you. 
 Deep peace of the flowing air to you. 
 Deep peace of the shining stars to you. 
 Deep peace of the quiet earth to you. 
 Deep peace of the gentle night to you. 
 Deep peace of the God of peace to you. 
 And the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
 be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
  
Hymn Lord, make us servants of your peace  O Waly, Waly 
Sung by all, standing as able.  
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The Dismissal 
 

Celebrant: Go out into the world in peace, have courage, hold on to what is  
good, return no one evil for evil, strengthen the faint-hearted, support 
the weak, help the suffering, honor everyone, love and serve God, 
rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
 

People:        Thanks be to God. 
 
Music for Departing  
 

Please depart in silence or be seated for the music for departing.  
 
 

SERVING TODAY 
 

Celebrant:  The Rev. Michael Sweeney 
Music Director:  Mark Sullivan 
Usher:  Chris Klots 
Reader:  Tyler Regnier 
Reflector:  Page Pelphrey 
Prayers:  Gabrielle Johnson 
Chalice Bearer:  Pat Daunic 

 
 
 
 
                        

This service is modeled after the Celtic Service at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church in 
Richmond, VA. We are deeply grateful for the generosity with which St. Stephen’s shares its 
liturgical resources with us and churches around the world. 
 

 
 

Online Giving: Scan the QR 
code to connect to our 
website for online giving. 
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HAPPENING THIS WEEK 
 

Wednesday, 12:00-12:30 p.m. – Service of Holy Eucharist 
Friday, 12:00-12:30 p.m. – Music meditation in the church 
Friday, 12:30-1:30 p.m. – Bible study in the Guild Room 
Sunday, 10:00 a.m. – Service of Holy Eucharist (Sunday school & Nursery in lower level) 

 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

 
Zoom Study on the Sermons & Speeches of MLK Jr. – Tuesdays, 4-5 p.m. 
In this 5-week series (Jan. 27 – Feb. 24), we will read excerpts from I Have a Dream: 
Writings and Speeches That Changed the World alongside passages from scripture that King 
quotes from or alludes to. Copies of the book are available in the office. To register and 
receive the Zoom link, please call the office or email admin@christchurchguilford.org. 
 
Candlemas Eve Choral Evensong – Feb. 1, 4 p.m. 
Join us as we celebrate the Eve of Candlemas (also known as The Presentation of Our 
Lord) with a beautiful service of choral evensong.  
 
Annual Parish Meeting – Feb. 8, 11:30 a.m. (note corrected date) 
Join us as we celebrate our community, reflect on 2025, and look ahead to 2026, with 
updates on ministries, the presentation of the budget, and the election of new leaders. 
 
3rd Sunday Evening Service & Supper – Feb. 15, 5 p.m. service & 6 p.m. supper 
This candlelight Eucharist includes anointing for healing, a personal reflection in place of 
the sermon, and music accompanied by piano and other acoustic instruments.   
 
Pancake Supper & Burning of the Palms – Sunday, Feb. 15, 6-7 p.m.  
The Pancake Supper, which has historically happened on Shrove Tuesday, will this year 
be the community supper following the 5 p.m. service on February 15. 
 
Ash Wednesday – Feb. 18, services at 12 p.m., 5:30 p.m., and 7 p.m. 
Services at 12 and 7 p.m. will be services of Holy Eucharist with the imposition of ashes. 
The service at 5:30 will be a brief service of the imposition of ashes, intended especially for 
young children and their families.  
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LIFE AT CHRIST CHURCH 
 
Children & Youth 
Sunday school for children ages 3+ meets at 10 a.m. most Sunday mornings from 
September-June. Childcare is available during the 10 a.m. service for children under 3.  
 
Guilford Food Bank 
Please remember that we are always collecting non-perishable food for the Guilford Food 
Bank. There is a donation box set up at the back of the church. 
 
Music 
The choir is open to all and rehearses on Thursdays from 7-8 p.m. To learn more about 
music at Christ Church, contact Mark Sullivan at music@christchurchguilford.org. 
 
Prayer Shawls & Home Communion 
If you or someone you know would like to receive communion at home or would 
appreciate a prayer shawl knit with love by parishioners, please contact the office.  
 
Weekly E-mail 
You can sign up to receive our weekly e-mail newsletter on our website, or by calling the 
office or filling out a welcome card in your pew.  
 


