The Third Sunday of Advent

Holy Eucharist: Rite II
December 14, 2025 at 10 a.m.

Welcome to Christ Episcopal Church.

This faith community has worshiped on the Guilford
Green since 1744; and it is continually made new by the
Spirit and those who gather here. Whoever you are and
wherever you are on your spiritual journey, it’s an honor
to worship with you. Your presence is a blessing.
May this gathering be a blessing to you.

Prelude Gottes Sohn ist Kommen BWV 600 J. S. Bach

Lighting the Advent Wreath

Candlelighter: Today we light the first, second, and third candles of the Advent wreath.
Each candle has a meaning. The first candle is hope, the second candle is
peace, and the third candle is joy.

The candle is lit.

Celebrant: Let us pray.

All: Gracious God, you came to us in human flesh and you abide with us
in the Holy Spirit. Fill us with your joy, and help us shine as a light to the
world. Through Jesus Christ, who makes our joy complete. Amen.

This spoken prayer is followed by two minutes of silent prayer to prepare in heart and mind for
worship. You might focus attention on your breath—noticing how the breath of life sustains you
and connects you to God and to every living being in God’s creation. (Genesis 2:7, John 20:22)

The Word of God

Hymn #444 Blessed be the God of Israel Thornbury
Sung by all, standing as able. Hymns are found in the blue Hymnal 1982, unless noted.



Opening Acclamation Enriching Our Worship 1, p. 50
Celebrant: Blessed are you, holy and living One.

People: You come to your people and set them free.
Collect for Purity Prayer Book, p. 355
All: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,

and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Trisagion A. Archangelsky
Sung by all, three times.
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The Collect of the Day

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are
sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver
us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and
glory, now and for ever. Amen.

First Reading Isaiah 35:1-10
The people sit.

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad,
the desert shall rejoice and blossom;

like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly,
and rejoice with joy and singing.



The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.
They shall see the glory of the LORD,
the majesty of our God.

Strengthen the weak hands,
and make firm the feeble knees.
Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
"Be strong, do not fear!
Here is your God.
He will come with vengeance,
with terrible recompense.
He will come and save you."

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped;
then the lame shall leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert;
the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water;

the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp,
the grass shall become reeds and rushes.

A highway shall be there,
and it shall be called the Holy Way;
the unclean shall not travel on it,
but it shall be for God's people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray.

No lion shall be there,
nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;

they shall not be found there,
but the redeemed shall walk there.
And the ransomed of the LORD shall return,
and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
they shall obtain joy and gladness,
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.



Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 146:4-9 Lauda, anima mea

4 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help! *
whose hope is in the LORD their God;

5 Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; *
who keeps his promise for ever;

6 Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, *
and food to those who hunger.

7 The LORD sets the prisoners free;
the LORD opens the eyes of the blind; *
the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down;

8 The LORD loves the righteous;
the LORD cares for the stranger; *
he sustains the orphan and widow,
but frustrates the way of the wicked.

9 The LORD shall reign for ever, *

your God, O Zion, throughout all generations.
Hallelujah!

Second Reading James 5:7-10

Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the
precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the
late rains. You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the
Lord is near. Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be
judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! As an example of suffering and
patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Hymn #65 Prepare the way, O Zion Bereden viig for Herran
Sung by all, standing as able.



The Gospel Matthew 11:2-11

Priest:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his
disciples and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for
another?” Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind
receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are
raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone who
takes no offense at me.”

As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you
go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you
go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in
royal palaces. What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more
than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is written,

‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way before you.’

“Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John
the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”

Priest:  The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Rev. Michael Sweeney

The Nicene Creed

The people stand.

We believe in one God, The Nicene Creed is a confession
the Father, the Almighty, of faith from the 4" century that

affirms the two great mysteries
of Christian faith: that ultimate
reality (God) is a community of
love (the Trinity) and that God

joins us in our life and suffering
eternally begotten of the Father, (the Incarnation of Jesus). We

God from God, Light from Light, say it in unity with followers of
true God from true God, Jesus around the world and
begotten, not made, across the ages.

of one Being with the Father.

maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,




Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,

and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People: Form V (adapted) Prayer Book, p. 389
The people stand or kneel.

Celebrant: As we eagerly await the coming of Christ,
let us pray for the Church and for the world.

Leader: ~ We pray for the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love,
and be found without fault at the day of your coming. Come, Lord Jesus,
People: And hear our prayer.

Leader: ~ We pray for the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance
may grow among nations and peoples. Come, Lord Jesus,
People: And hear our prayer.

Leader: We pray for those in positions of public trust that they may serve justice, and
promote the dignity and freedom of every person. Come, Lord Jesus,
People: And hear our prayer.



Leader:

People:
Leader:

People:

Leader:

People:

Leader:

We pray for the right use of the riches of creation, that the world may be freed
from poverty, famine, and disaster. Come, Lord Jesus,
And hear our prayer.

We pray for the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees,
prisoners, and all who are in danger; that they may be relieved and protected.
Come, Lord Jesus,

And hear our prayer.

We pray for this congregation, that we may be delivered from hardness of
heart, and show forth your glory in all that we do. Come, Lord Jesus,
And hear our prayer.

We pray for all who have commended themselves to our prayers and those on
our parish prayer list: Jeff, Noah, Judy, David, Diane, Felix, Paul, Janet, Jen
and family, Maria, Richard, Barbara, and Holly. And those we name now
silently or aloud.

The people may add their own prayers and petitions.

People:

Leader:

People:

We pray for our families, friends, and neighbors; that being freed from
anxiety, they may live in joy, peace, and health. Come, Lord Jesus,
And hear our prayer.

We pray for all who have died, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in
that place where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal. Come, Lord Jesus,
And hear our prayer.

The Celebrant adds a concluding collect.

Confession of Sin Enriching Our Worship 1, p. 56
The people may stand or kneel.

Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

All:

God of all mercy,

we confess that we have sinned against you,

opposing your will in our lives.

We have denied your goodness in each other,

in ourselves, and in the world you have created.

We repent of the evil that enslaves us,

the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf.

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen.



The Celebrant declares the Absolution.

The Peace L

You are invited to greet your
Celebrant: The Peace of the Lord be always with you. neighbors in the name of the
People: ~ And also with you. Lord, then all are seated.

Welcome and Announcements

The Holy Communion

The Offertory
Gifts can be made in the offering plate or using the QR code. Thank you for your generosity.

Offertory Anthem Advent Carol A. F. Fedak

The Doxology Hymn #380 (vs. 3) Old 100
Sung by all, standing as able.

Celebrant:  All things come of thee, O Lord.
People: And of thine own have we given thee.

The Great Thanksgiving Prayer 2 Enriching Our Worship, p. 60

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The Celebrant continues:

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of abundant life. From
before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought
all things into being. You made us in your image, and taught us to walk in your ways.
But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for her
children, you would not forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of
your love.

And so we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity,
lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing:



Sanctus S-130 Holy, holy, holy E. Schubert

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, (repeat)
Heaven and earth are full, full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.

The people remain standing or kneel as the Celebrant continues:

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of
sin and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary,
your willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son. Living among us, Jesus
loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed
good news to the poor.

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread,
gave thanks to you, broke, and gave it to them, saying: “Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it
to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is
poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this
for the remembrance of me.”

Now gathered at your table and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, we offer to you
our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit upon
these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ, and make us the Body of
Christ given for the world you have made. In the fullness of time bring us from every
tribe and language and people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the
foundation of the world. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, as we forgive those

hallowed be thy Name, who trespass against us.
thy kingdom come, And lead us not into temptation,
thy will be done, but deliver us from evil.

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.



The Breaking of the Bread

The celebrant breaks the consecrated bread. A period of silence is kept.

Fraction Anthem S-164: O Lamb of God F. Schubert

Jesus, Lamb of God: have mercy on us.
Jesus, bearer of our sins: have mercy on us.
Jesus, redeemer, redeemer of the world:
give us your peace, give us your peace.

Invitation to Communion

Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God.
Behold what you are; become what you receive.

God of love and grace, of justice and peace, we give you thanks that in the Sacrament of
the altar you assure us of your presence within us and within the body of Christ, the
faithful through all the generations; grant that we who have witnessed these holy
mysteries, though unable to receive the physical elements of the Sacrament, may be
moved by your indwelling Spirit ever more fully to embody your holy and life-giving
presence, reshaping in your likeness the world around us, until we are gathered at last

into the fullness of your glorious and eternal presence; through Christ our Risen Lord,
Amen.

Communion Duet O come, O come, Emmanuel
Leila Mustakos and Gabrielle Johnson, sopranos

Communion Hymn Wait for the Lord J. Berthier
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Wait for the Lord: keep  watch, take heart!

Sending Forth Eucharistic Visitors
When Lay Eucharistic Visitors are scheduled to visit a parishioner, the following is said.

Priest:  N., we send you out to share Communion with N.
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People: Carry the prayers of all of us as you take this sacrament of Christ’s presence.
Priest:  'We who are many are one body because we share one bread and one cup.
People: Amen.

Postcommunion Prayer Enriching Our Worship, p. 69
The people stand or kneel.

Celebrant: Let us pray.
All: God of abundance,
you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation;
you have united us with Christ and one another;
and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth.
Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit,
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world
and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

The Blessing

Hymn #68 Rejoice! rejoice, believers Llangloffan
Sung by all, standing as able.

The Dismissal

Priest: ~ Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People: ~ Thanks be to God.

Postlude Herr Christ, der einig Gottes Sohn ]J. Pachelbel

Please join us for coffee hour following the service. As you depart during the postlude, you are
welcome to greet your neighbors, being mindful of those praying or listening to the music.

SERVING TODAY
Celebrant: The Rev. Dr. Drew Collins Chalice Bearers: David Jones, Annie Rae,
Preacher: The Rev. Michael Sweeney & Tyler Regnier
Music Director: Mark Sullivan 1¢t Reading: Jennifer Huebner
Altar Guild: Diane Pierpont 2md Reading: Dennis Burke
Ushers: Carol Iovanna & Sandi Linton Prayers of the People: Leland Hubbard
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Annual Giving Update — As of December 11th, we have received 93 pledges for 2026,
totaling $294,573. Thank you! If you've not yet submitted a pledge, we need your help to
reach our goal of 100 pledges. Pledge cards are available at the back of the church.

Weekly E-mail — You can sign up to receive our weekly e-mail newsletter on our
website, or by calling the office or filling out a welcome card in your pew.

HAPPENING THIS WEEK

Tuesday, 4:00-5:00 p.m. — Bible study on Zoom

Wednesday, 12:00-12:30 p.m. — Service of Holy Eucharist

Friday, 12:00-12:30 p.m. — Music meditation in the church

Friday, 12:30-1:30 p.m. — Bible study in the Guild Room

Sunday, 10:00 a.m. — Service of Holy Eucharist (Nursery in lower level)

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Advent Open House at the Rectory — Saturday, Dec. 20, 10 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Michael and Briget invite you to come connect with fellow parishioners in their home as
we joyfully anticipate the coming of Christ. Please note the time change.

34 Sunday Evening Service & Pasta Supper — Dec. 21, 5 p.m. service & 6 p.m. supper
This candlelight Eucharist includes anointing for healing, a personal reflection in place of
the sermon, and music accompanied by piano and other acoustic instruments.

Christmas Services — Dec. 24, 4 p.m. & 10 p.m. / Dec. 25, 10 a.m.
All three Christmas celebrations will be services of Holy Eucharist with music. The early
Christmas Eve service will be especially inviting to families with young children.

OUTREACH

Angels in the Balcony

Every winter Christ Church makes a gift to Guilford Social Services for their heating fuel
assistance fund. To contribute to this gift, you can write a check to Christ Church with
"Guilford Fuel Fund" in the memo line. The angels hanging from the balcony have
suggested gift amounts on them, but all gifts are welcome.

Guilford Food Bank
Please remember that we are always collecting non-perishable food donations for the
Guilford Food Bank. There is a donation box set up at the back of the church.
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The Mitten Tree

We're collecting mittens, gloves, hats, and scarves on (or around) the tree in the
sanctuary until Sunday, Dec. 28%. They will be distributed by one of our ministry
partners, Chapel on the Green, to the people they serve in New Haven.
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